
Longtime Atlanta fans knew the drill; be prepared for the Falcons to disappoint.  Indeed, prior to last 
season, never in the franchise’s 43-year history had the team recorded back-to-back winning campaigns.  Those 
with long memories recall how the Falcons followed a promising 9-5 season for Norm Van Brocklin in 1973 
with arguably the worst offensive performance in modern NFL history in 1974, scoring a mere 111 points over 
the course of a 14-game season (!), contributing to an ugly 3-11 train wreck that cost Van Brocklin his job en 
route.  Leeman Bennett’s playoff teams featuring QB Steve Bartkowski in 1978 and 1980 each responded with 
wretched performances the following years.  Playoff entrants under Jerry Glanville in ‘91 and June Jones in 
‘95 couldn’t follow up with winning records, and neither could Dan Reeves’ ‘99 Falcons, who dipped to 5-11 
just a year after qualifying for the franchise’s lone Super Bowl appearance.  Michael Vick’s playoff teams in 
2002 & 2004 couldn’t get above .500 in their next seasons, either.

So, if hardcore Atlanta fans seem a bit more contented about last season’s Falcons failing to follow their 
uplifting 2008 campaign with another playoff berth, it’s because the team was at least able to win its last three 
games and scratch its way above .500.  It was only 9-7, but no longer can we say that Atlanta has never recorded 
back-to-back winning seasons!

Still, they weren’t jumping for joy at The Varsity or at Dreamland BBQ up in Roswell just because of that 
9-7 mark; Atlanta fans were expecting more, at least a return to the playoffs after the Falcs hinted at better things 
to come behind 2008 rookie star QB Matt Ryan.  Especially after the acquisition of TE Tony Gonzlaez seemed 
to solve the one glaring deficiency on offense.  Unfortunately, however, free agency had ripped the defense apart 
fore and aft, and, along with some poorly-timed injuries, depleted HC Mike Smith’s stop unit, which endured 
a difficult campaign until finally gaining some traction in that late December rally to get above .500.

Though 2009 might not have been a significant step backward for Atlanta, it was indeed a reminder to 
Smith and GM Tom Dimitroff that more work is needed to get the Falcons up to the elite level.  And it won’t 
happen unless the “D” makes significant strides after a mostly-disappointing effort a year ago.  Major offseason 
upgrades concentrated on the stop unit; ex-Texans CB Dunta Robinson was added in a big-money FA deal, while 
Dimitroff went for defensive help with his first two picks in the draft, landing Missouri LB Sean Weatherspoon 
and Kentucky DT Corey Peters.  Robinson will be expected to lead a revamped 2ndary that contributed heavily 
to Atlanta’s subpar 28th-ranked pass defense a year ago.  Meanwhile, the fast-flowing Weatherspoon figures 
to get an early baptism at the weakside LB spot, where his short-area bursts are hopefully going to allow the 
Falcs to deal a bit better with the Saints and other speedy offenses.  Smith and d.c. Brian VanGorder also duly 
noted DE John Abraham’s alarming drop from 16½ to 5½ sacks a year ago, and the need to uncover some 
other pass-rush forces to prevent Abraham from getting tied up in too many double-teams.  VanGorder’s 4-3 
schemes require more push from the DTs to free up Abraham on the edge, and to that end keeping DT Peria 
Jerry (who impressed in early action as a rookie LY before going down in the second game with a knee injury) 
healthy will be key; along with either rookie Peters or holdover Jonathan Babineaux, he’ll have to be able to 
push the pile.

Perhaps those reinforcements to the stop unit will mean the Ryan-led offense won’t have to score 30 points 
or more every week just to win.  It would help Ryan immensely, however, if RBs Michael Turner & Jerious 
Norwood can stay healthy (which they couldn’t a year ago), because most of the Falcon offensive strategy is 
based around Ryan being able to effectively sell play-action.  Noting those durability concerns with Turner 

2009 ATLANTA FALCONS
REGULAR-SEASON STAT LEADERS

PASSING	 PA	 PC	 YDS	 PCT	 TD	 INT	 RAT
M. Ryan 	 451 	263 	 2916 	 58.3  	22  	14 	80.9
C. Redman 	 119 	 69 	 781 	 58.0  	4  	 3 	 78.4
TOTAL	 570 	332 	 3697 	 58.2 	26 	 17 	80.4

RUSHING	 No.	 Yds	 Avg	 Long	 TD
M. Turner 	 178 	 871 	 4.9 	 58 	 10
J. Snelling 	 142 	 613 	 4.3 	 31 	 4
J. Norwood 	 76 	 252 	 3.3 	 21 	 0
TOTAL	 451 	 1876 	 4.2 	 58 	 15

RECEIVING	 No.	 Yds	 Avg	 Long	 TD
R. White 	 85 	 1153 	 13.6 	 90 	 11
T. Gonzalez 	 83 	 867 	 10.4 	 27 	 6 
M. Jenkins 	 50 	 635 	 12.7 	 50 	 1
J. Snelling 	 30 	 259 	 8.6 	 38 	 1
J. Norwood 	 19 	 186 	 9.8 	 38 	 1
M. Booker 	 16 	 181 	 11.3 	 27 	 1
J. Peelle 	 12 	 115 	 9.6 	 32 	 2
B. Finneran 	 11 	 111 	 10.1 	 19 	 0
O. Mughelli 	 7 	 51 	 7.3 	 21 	 1
TOTAL	 332 	 3697 	 11.1 	 90 	 26
	
FIELD GOALS	 1-19	 20-29	 30-39	 40-49	 50+
M. Bryant 	 0/0 	 2/2 	 4/4 	 0/2 	 1/2
J. Elam 	 0/0 	 4/4 	 4/8 	 3/5 	 1/2
TOTAL	 0/0 	 6/6 	 8/12 	 3/7 	 2/4

DEFENSE	 Total	 Tackles	 Assists	Sacks	FR
C. Lofton 	 133 	 105 	 28 	 0.0 	 2
E. Coleman 	 116 	 82 	 34 	 0.0 	 2
M. Peterson 	 109 	 82 	 27 	 1.0 	 2
S. Nicholas 	 80 	 65 	 15 	 3.0 	 1
B. Grimes 	 66 	 62 	 4 	 0.0 	 0
T. DeCoud 	 68 	 57 	 11 	 2.0 	 2
C. Houston 	 47 	 39 	 8 	 0.0 	 0
K. Biermann 	 49 	 38 	 11 	 5.0 	 1
J. Babineaux 	 47 	 37 	 10 	 6.0 	 2
J. Abraham 	 35 	 30 	 5 	 5.5 	 1
C. Jackson 	 29 	 26 	 3 	 1.0 	 1
C. Owens 	 29 	 24 	 5 	 0.0 	 0
J. Anderson 	 27 	 17 	 10 	 0.5 	 0
C. Davis 	 22 	 16 	 6 	 1.0 	 1
T. Johnson 	 20 	 15 	 5 	 2.0 	 1
B. Williams 	 18 	 15 	 3 	 0.0 	 0
C. Wire 	 17 	 15 	 2 	 0.0 	 1
E. Weems 	 10 	 10 	 0 	 0.0 	 0
V. Walker 	 13 	 8 	 5 	 0.0 	 0
T. Lewis 	 10 	 8 	 2 	 0.0 	 0
TOTAL 	 1042 	 840 	 202 	 28 	 20
OPPONENTS 	 1052 	 860 	 192 	 27 	 17

INTERCEPTIONS	 No	 Yards	 Avg	 Long	 TD
B. Grimes 	 6 	 17 	 2.8 	 11 	 0
T. DeCoud 	 3 	 25 	 8.3 	 15 	 0
C. Owens 	 2 	 13 	 6.5 	 13 	 0
TOTAL 	 15 	 158 	 10.5 	 62 	 1
OPPONENTS	 17 	 306 	 18.0 	 83 	 2

ATLANTA NFC  SOUTH

Head Coach: Mike Smith (3rd year)
Off. Coord: M. Mularkey; Def. Coord: B. VanGorder

2009 Record: SUR 9-7, PSR 11-5, O-U 7-9
Field: Georgia Dome (71,228) FieldTurf

2006
(SUR: 7-9 PSR: 8-8 O-U:4-11-1)

S.10	 Carolina	 W	 +5	 20-6	 u39
S.17	 TAMPA BAY	 W	 -5	 14-3	 u35
S.25*	 New Orleans	 L	 -3’	 3-23	 u43’
O.01	 ARIZONA	 W	 -7’	 32-10	 o41
O.08	 Bye
O.15	 NY GIANTS	 L	 -3	 14-27	 n41
O.22	 PITTSBURGH-OT	W	 +2’	 41-38	 o37’
O.29	 Cincinnati	 W	 +4	 29-27	 o45
N.05	 Detroit	 L	 -5	 14-30	 u47
N.12	 CLEVELAND	 L	 -8’	 13-17	 u41’
N.19	 Baltimore	 L	 +3’	 10-24	 u40’
N.26	 NEW ORLEANS	 L	 -3	 13-31	 u48
D.03	 Washington	 W	 +1	 24-14	 u38’
D.10	 Tampa Bay	 W	 -3’	 17-6	 u37’
D.16*	 DALLAS	 L	 +3’	 28-38	 o44’
D.24	 CAROLINA	 L	 -6	 3-10	 u40’
D.31	 Philadelphia	 W	 +8’	 17-24	 u43

2007
(SUR: 4-12 PSR: 8-8 O-U: 9-7)

S.09	 Minnesota	 L	 +3	 3-24	 u35
S.16	 Jacksonville	 W	+10	 7-13	 u34’
S.23	 CAROLINA	 L	 +4	 20-27	 o37’
S.30	 HOUSTON	 W	 +2’	 26-16	 o39’
O.07	 Tennessee	 W	 +8	 13-20	 u41
O.15*	 NY GIANTS	 L	 +4	 10-31	 u43’
O.21	 New Orleans	 W	 +8	 16-22	 u42’
O.28	 Bye
N.04	 S. FRANCISCO	 W	 -3’	 20-16	 u37
N.11	 Carolina	 W	 +3’	 20-13	 u35’
N.18	 TAMPA BAY	 L	 +3	 7-31	 o35’
N.22*	 INDIANAPOLIS	 L	+12	 13-31	 o41’
D.02	 St. Louis	 L	 +3	 16-28	 o40’
D.10*	 NEW ORLEANS	 L	 +3’	 14-34	 o42’
D.16	 Tampa Bay	 L	+12’	 3-37	 o38
D.23	 Arizona-OT	 W	+10’	 27-30	 o44
D.30	 SEATTLE	 W	 +1’	 44-41	 o38’

2008
(SUR: 11-6 PSR: 9-8 O-U: 8-9)

S.07	 DETROIT	 W	 +3	 34-21	 o41
S.14	 Tampa Bay	 L	 +7	 9-24	 u37’
S.21	 KANSAS CITY	 W	 -6	 38-14	 o36’
S.28	 Carolina	 L	 +7	 9-24	 u39’
O.05	 Green Bay	 W	 +5’	 27-24	 o42’
O.12	 CHICAGO	 W	 +3	 22-20	 u43’
O.19	 Bye
O.26	 Philadelphia	 L	 +9	 14-27	 u45
N.02	 Oakland	 W	 -2’	 24-0	 u41
N.09	 NEW ORLEANS	 W	 -1	 34-20	 o51
N.16	 DENVER	 L	 -6’	 20-24	 u51
N.23	 CAROLINA	 W	 -1	 45-28	 o42
N.30	 San Diego	 W	 +5	 22-16	 u49
D.07	 N.Orleans	 L	 +3	 25-29	 o51’
D.14	 TAMPA BAY-OT	 L	 -3’	 13-10	 u44’
D.21	 Minnesota	 W	 +3’	 24-17	 u43’
D.28	 ST. LOUIS	 L	 -14	 31-27	 o44’
J.03	 Arizona-P	 L	 -1	 24-30	 o51’

2009
(SUR: 9-7 PSR: 11-5 O-U: 7-9)

S.13	 MIAMI	 W	 -4	 19-7	 u44
S.20	 CAROLINA	 W	 -6	 28-20	 o43
S.27	 New England	 L	 +4’	 10-26	 u46
O.04	   Open Week
O.11	 San Francisco	 W	 +2	 45-10	 o40
O.18*	 CHICAGO	 W	 -3’	 21-14	 u45’
O.25	 Dallas	 L	 +4’	 21-37	 o47’
N.02*	 New Orleans	 W	+11	 27-35	 o54’
N.08	 WASHINGTON	 W	 -9’	 31-17	 o41
N.15	 Carolina	 L	 -1’	 19-28	 o44
N.22	 Ny Giants-OT	 W	 +7	 31-34	 o46
N.29	 TAMPA BAY	 L	 -12’	 20-17	 u46
D.06	 PHILADELPHIA	 L	 +4’	 7-34	 u43’
D.13	 NEW ORLEANS	 W	+10	 23-26	 u50’
D.20	 NY Jets	 W	 +5	 10-7	 u36’
D.27	 BUFFALO	 W	 -8’	 31-3	 u41
J.03	 Tampa Bay	 W	 -2’	 20-10	 u41’

and Norwood, expect to see the underrated Jason Snelling edge his way into the RB rotation after serviceable work in relief last fall.  After addressing 
defensive needs with the early draft picks, Dimitroff then focused upon an OL that too often collapsed in the middle when facing 3-4 defenses; beefy 
Alabama G Mike Johnson and versatile UNLV C Joe Hawley expect to add some needed manpower in the pits.  Meanwhile, the passing game could 
really soar if another receiver (maybe Harry Douglas, off knee surgery) emerges as a complement on the periphery to Roddy White (173 catches and 
18 TDs the past two seasons), who has blossomed as Ryan’s favorite target.  Also keep an eye on the intriguing and ongoing rumors of none other than 
Terrell Owens, still unsigned heading into summer,  landing in Atlanta   

Bottom line...Mike Smith’s 20-12 record since taking over in 2008 suggests the Falcs are for once laying a solid foundation.  Taking the next step 
to serious title-contending status, however, is a big one, and Atlanta might be a year or two away unless its defensive upgrades deliver immediately. 

PRESEASON NOTES:  Smith’s Falcs are 6-2 vs. the spread (4-4 SU) in his two exhibition seasons, 4-0 on the road and 3-0 as a dog!

2010
S.12	 Pittsburgh
S.19	 ARIZONA
S.26	 New Orleans
O.03	 SAN FRANCISCO
O.10	 Cleveland
O.17	 Philadelphia
O.24	 CINCINNATI
O.31	 Bye
N.07	 TAMPA BAY
N.11*	 BALTIMORE
N.21	 St. Louis
N.28	 GREEN BAY
D.05	 Tampa Bay
D.12	 Carolina
D.19	 Seattle
D.27*	 NEW ORLEANS
J.02	 CAROLINA



ATLANTA—2009 Game-by-Game Statistics
				    OFFENSE				    DEFENSE
OPPONENT	 PF	 PA	 RA-YR	 PC-PA-I-YP	 SK	F-FL	 RA-YR	 PC-PA-I-YP	SK	F-FR 
Miami 19 7 27/68 22/36/0/213 2 1-0 22/96 21/30/1/163 4 3-3
Carolina 28 20 37/151 21/27/1/220 0 1-1 25/144 25/41/1/296 1 2-1
New England 10 26 17/58 17/28/0/199 0 2-1 39/168 25/42/0/277 0 0-0
San Francisco 45 10 40/148 22/32/1/329 0 3-1 17/100 15/38/1/179 3 2-2
Chicago 21 14 23/68 19/33/2/185 0 1-0 23/83 27/43/2/290 2 3-1
Dallas 21 37 26/124 19/35/2/174 4 3-1 28/115 21/29/0/299 2 2-1
New Orleans 27 35 24/161 19/42/3/281 3 0-0 35/146 25/33/1/291 2 3-3
Washington 31 17 27/181 17/24/1/125 3 0-0 32/136 19/27/1/176 5 0-0
Carolina 19 28 29/176 22/41/2/224 0 0-0 34/185 15/24/0/195 0 1-0
NY Giants 31 34 30/90 26/46/0/262 2 1-1 26/88 25/39/1/368 1 1-0
Tampa Bay 20 17 26/75 25/44/0/222 6 1-1 26/73 20/30/0/245 1 2-1
Philadelphia 7 34 22/61 23/44/2/234 2 2-1 26/103 16/27/0/277 2 0-0
New Orleans 23 26 21/89 23/34/1/303 1 0-0 26/95 31/41/0/296 0 1-0
NY Jets 10 7 28/86 16/34/0/152 0 0-0 33/99 18/32/3/215 2 1-0
Buffalo 31 3 37/157 18/35/0/234 3 2-0 18/40 17/29/2/138 2 1-1
Tampa Bay 20 10 37/183 23/35/2/214 1 2-1 22/38 16/32/2/168 1 1-0

PROJECTED OFFENSE
QB 2  Matt Ryan 8  Chris Redman
 4  John Parker Wilson 1  D.J. Shockley
RB 33 Michael Turner 32 Jerious Norwood
 44 Jason Snelling 35 Antone Smith
FB 34 Ovie Mughelli
WR 12 Michael Jenkins 83 Harry Douglas
 86 Brian Finneran 80 Kerry Meier (5th Rd)
WR 84 Roddy White 14 Eric Weems
TE 88 Tony Gonzalez 87 Justin Peelle
LT 72 Sam Baker 74 Will Svitek
LG 63 Justin Blalock 79 Mike Johnson (3rd Rd)
C 62 Todd McClure 66 Brett Romberg
   61 Joe Hawley (4th Rd)
RG 73 Harvey Dahl 76 Quinn Ojinnaka
RT 77 Tyson Clabo 75 Garrett Reynolds

PROJECTED DEFENSE
DE 98 Jamaal Anderson 92 Chauncey Davis
NT 93 Thomas Johnson 94 Peria Jerry
UT 95 Jonathan Babineaux 91 Corey Peters (3rd Rd)
DE 55 John Abraham 71 Kroy Biermann
OLB 56 S. Weatherspoon (1st Rd) 54 Stephen Nicholas
MLB 50 Curtis Lofton 51 Robert James
OLB 53 Mike Peterson 59 Spencer Adkins
CB 23 Dunta Robinson 22 Chevis Jackson
   24 Dominique Franks (5th Rd)
S 26 Erik Coleman 25 William Moore
S 28 Thomas Decoud 27 Matt Giordano
CB 20 Brent Grimes 21 Christopher Owens 
   29 Brian Williams

PROJECTED SPECIALISTS
K  3  Matt Bryant 6 Steven Hauschka
P 9 Michael Koenen

ATLANTA NFC  SOUTH

ATLANTA FALCONS 2009
REGULAR SEASON STAT RANKINGS

OFFENSE	 TOTAL	 RANK
TOTAL OFFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 340.4 16
FIRST DOWNS (Per Game) 20.6 T-10
POINTS PER GAME 22.7 13
RUSHING (Yds. Per Game) 117.2 15
RUSHING TDS 15 14
PASSING OFFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 223.2 14
PASSING COMPLETION % 58.2 22
PASSING TDS 26 T-13
FIELD GOALS 19 T-26
TIME OF POSSESSION 29:54 16
DEFENSE	 TOTAL	 RANK
TOTAL DEFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 348.9 21
SCORING DEFENSE 20.3 T-14
RUSHING DEFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 106.9 T-10
PASSING DEFENSE  (Yds. Per Game) 241.9 28
PASS COMPLETION% 62.5 22
INTERCEPTIONS 15 T-16
SACKS 28 T-26
TOTAL TEAM PENALTIES 78 T-27
TURNOVER MARGIN +3 T-11

ATLANTA 2009 REGULAR SEASON TEAM STATS
	 FALCONS	 OPPONENTS
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS  	 330  	 303
FIRST DOWNS (Rushing-passing-by penalty) 	 105-192-33 	 89-197-17
THIRD DOWN CONVERSIONS 	 91/216 	 97/214
FOURTH DOWN CONVERSIONS 	 16/23 	 8/17
TOTAL OFFENSIVE YARDS 	 5447 	 5582
OFFENSE (Plays-Average Yards) 	 1048-5.2 	 997-5.6
TOTAL RUSHING YARDS 	 1876 	 1711
RUSHING (Plays-Average Yards) 	 451-4.2 	 433-4.0
TOTAL PASSING YARDS 	 3571 	 3871
PASSING (Comp-Att-Int-Avg) 	 332-570-17-6.5 	 335-536-15-7.5
SACKS 	 28 	 27
FIELD GOALS 	 19/29 	 20/28
TOUCHDOWNS 	 44 	 38
(Rushing-Passing-Returns-Defensive) 	 15-26-0-3 	 10-25-1-2
TIME OF POSSESSION 	 29:53 	 30:20

ATLANTA FALCONS POINTSPREAD BREAKDOWN (INCLUDING PLAYOFFS)
	 SUR	 Spread	 Home	 Home	 Road	 Road	 SB	 Fav	 Fav>3	 Dog	 After
			   SUR	 Sprd	 SUR	 Sprd	 Sprd	 Sprd	 Sprd	 Sprd	 SUL
2009 9-7 11-5 6-2 6-2 3-5 5-3 --- 6-2 5-1 5-3 6-1
2008 11-6 9-8 7-1 5-3 4-5 4-5 --- 4-4 1-3 5-4 4-1
2007 4-12 8-8 3-5 3-5 1-7 5-3 --- 1-0 1-0 7-8 6-6
2006 7-9 8-8 3-5 3-5 4-4 5-3 --- 3-6 3-4 5-2 4-4
2005 8-8 7-8-1 4-4 4-4 4-4 3-4-1 --- 5-4 3-3 2-4-1 3-3-1
L5 Years	 39-42	 43-37-1	 23-17	 21-19	 16-25	 22-18-1	 ---	 19-16	 13-11	 24-21-1	 23-15-1

Atlanta 2010 Draft Picks
Rd	 Player	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 School
1 (19) Sean Weatherspoon LB 6’1” 239 Missouri
3 (83) Corey Peters DT 6’3” 300 Kentucky
3 (98) Mike Johnson OG 6’5” 312 Alabama
4 (117) Joe Hawley OG 6’3” 297 UNLV
5 (135) Dominique Franks CB 5’11” 194 Oklahoma
5 (165) Kerry Meier WR 6’2” 224 Kansas 
6 (171) Shann Schillinger S 6’0” 199 Montana

ATLANTA TEAM STATISTICS 2006-2009 (INCLUDING ALL PLAYOFF GAMES)
								        	OFFENSE															              DEFENSE
YEAR	 SUR	 PSR	 PF	 PA	 FD	 RA	 RY	 YPC	 F-FL	 T-R-P	 PC	 PA	 PI	 SK	 YP	 YPP	 YPT	 FD	 RA	 RY	 YPC	 F-FR	 T-R-P	 PC	 PA	 PI	 SK	 YP	 YPP	 YPT	 DIF	 APR	 OPR	TM	 TO
2009	 9-7	 11-5	 23	 20	 21	 28	 117	 4.2	 19-8	 44-15-26	 21	 36	 17	 27	 223	 6.3	 15.0	 19	 27	 107	 4.0	 23-13	 38-10-25	 21	 34	 15	 28	 242	 7.2	 17.2	 2.2	 3.9	 4.1	 30	 +3
2008	 11-6	 9-8	 24	 21	 20	 34	 147	 4.3	 19-11	 46-24-18	 17	 28	 13	 20	 207	 7.4	 14.5	 19	 26	 125	 4.8	 17-8	 42-18-22	 20	 34	 11	 34	 223	 6.5	 16.7	 2.1	 6.8	 5.5	 31	 -5
2007	 4-12	 8-8	 16	 26	 16	 24	 95	 3.9	 17-8	 26-7-18	 21	 35	 16	 46	 206	 5.9	 18.6	 20	 30	 128	 4.3	 21-12	 47-12-27	 21	 34	 16	 25	 228	 6.8	 13.7	 -4.9	 11.3	 6.4	 29	 +4
2006	 7-9	 8-8	 18	 21	 18	 34	 184	 5.5	 18-5	 32-9-21	 14	 26	 15	 47	 148	 5.7	 18.2	 20	 28	 104	 3.8	 25-14	 37-14-20	 20	 32	 12	 37	 229	 7.1	 16.2	 -2.0	 4.4	 5.3	 29	 +6



Head Coach: John Fox (9th year)
Off. Coord: Jeff Davidson; Def. Coord: Ron Meeks

2009 Record: SUR 8-8, PSR 9-7, O-U 6-10
Field: Bank of America (73,250) Grass

2009 CAROLINA PANTHERS
REGULAR-SEASON STAT LEADERS

PASSING	 PA	 PC	 YDS	 PCT	 TD	 INT	 RAT
J. Delhomme 	 321 	178 	 2015 	 55.5  	8  	 18 	59.4
M. Moore 	 138 	 85 	 1053 	 61.6  	8  	 2 	 98.5
TOTAL	 465 	264 	 3070 	 56.8 	16 	 20 	70.5

RUSHING	 No.	 Yds	 Avg	 Long	 TD
J. Stewart 	 221 	 1133 	 5.1 	 67 	 10
D. Williams 	 216 	 1117 	 5.2 	 77 	 7
T. Sutton 	 12 	 68 	 5.7 	 20 	 0 
TOTAL 	 525 	 2498 	 4.8 	 77 	 18

RECEIVING	 No.	 Yds	 Avg	 Long	 TD
S. Smith 	 65 	 982 	 15.1 	 66 	 7
M. Muhammad 	 53 	 581 	 11.0 	 27 	 1
D. Rosario 	 26 	 313 	 12.0 	 26 	 2
D. Williams 	 29 	 252 	 8.7 	 30 	 0
G. Barnidge 	 12 	 242 	 20.2 	 55 	 0
J. King 	 25 	 200 	 8.0 	 32 	 3
D. Jarrett 	 17 	 196 	 11.5 	 30 	 1
J. Stewart 	 18 	 139 	 7.7 	 19 	 1
TOTAL	 264 	 3070 	 11.6 	 66 	 16

FIELD GOALS	 1-19	 20-29	 30-39	 40-49	 50+
J. Kasay 	 0/0 	 7/7 	 9/10 	 5/6 	 1/4
TOTAL	 0/0 	 7/7 	 9/10 	 5/6 	 1/4
	
DEFENSE	 Total	 Tackles	 Assists	Sacks	FR
J. Beason 	 141 	 111 	 30 	 3.0 	 1
R. Marshall 	 88 	 75 	 13 	 0.0 	 0
C. Gamble 	 58 	 50 	 8 	 0.0 	 0
T. Davis 	 61 	 48 	 13 	 1.5 	 0
C. Harris 	 60 	 48 	 12 	 0.0 	 2
J. Anderson 	 65 	 46 	 19 	 1.0 	 1
C. Munnerlyn 	 44 	 39 	 5 	 0.0 	 1
T. Brayton 	 45 	 36 	 9 	 5.0 	 2
J. Peppers 	 42 	 36 	 6 	 10.5 	 5
C. Godfrey 	 45 	 35 	 10 	 0.0 	 4
N. Diggs 	 39 	 33 	 6 	 0.0 	 1
D. Lewis 	 41 	 29 	 12 	 0.5 	 0
H. Thomas 	 33 	 24 	 9 	 0.0 	 0
D. Connor 	 30 	 22 	 8 	 0.0 	 0
S. Martin 	 23 	 18 	 5 	 0.0 	 1
C. Johnson 	 25 	 17 	 8 	 4.0 	 2
Q. Teal 	 20 	 17 	 3 	 0.0 	 0
L. Johnson 	 20 	 16 	 4 	 0.0 	 0
E. Brown 	 22 	 15 	 7 	 2.5 	 2
N. Hayden 	 17 	 15 	 2 	 1.0 	 0
D. Wesley 	 12 	 11 	 1 	 1.0 	 0
G. Barnidge 	 12 	 9 	 3 	 0.0 	 0
TOTAL 	 1048 	 841 	 207 	 31 	 22
OPPONENTS 	 1121 	 875 	 246 	 33 	 16

INTERCEPTIONS	 No	 Yards	 Avg	 Long	 TD
C. Gamble 	 4 	 55 	 13.8 	 41 	 0
R. Marshall 	 4 	 47 	 11.8 	 28 	 0
J. Beason 	 3 	 46 	 15.3 	 18 	 0
S. Martin 	 3 	 35 	 11.7 	 23 	 0
C. Harris 	 3 	 3 	 1.0 	 3 	 0
TOTAL	 22 	 235 	 10.7 	 41 	 1
OPPONENTS	 20 	 339 	 17.0 	 67 	 3

NFC SOUTHCAROLINA

2006
(SUR: 8-8 PSR: 5-9-2 O-U: 7-9)

S.10	 ATLANTA	 L	 -5	 6-20	 u39
S.17	 Minnesota-OT	 L	 P	 13-16	 u37
S.24	 Tampa Bay	 L	 -3	 26-24	 o34
O.01	 NEW ORLEANS	 L	 -7	 21-18	 u41
O.08	 CLEVELAND	 N	 -8	 20-12	 u38
O.15	 Baltimore	 W	 +3	 23-21	 o33’
O.22	 Cincinnati	 N	 +3	 14-17	 u44’
O.29*	 DALLAS	 L	 -4’	 14-35	 o41
N.05	 Bye
N.13*	 TAMPA BAY	 W	 -9’	 24-10	 u37
N.19	 ST. LOUIS	 W	 -6’	 15-0	 u44
N.26	 Washington	 L	 -4	 13-17	 u36
D.04*	 Philadelphia	 L	 -3	 24-27	 o37’
D.10	 NY GIANTS	 L	 +3	 13-27	 o39
D.17	 PITTSBURGH	 L	 +3	 3-37	 o38’
D.24	 Atlanta	 W	 +6	 10-3	 u40’
D.31	 New Orleans	 W	 -3	 31-21	 o38

2007
(SUR: 7-9 PSR: 8-8 O-U: 6-10)

S.09	 St. Louis	 W	 +1’	 27-13	 u42’
S.16	 HOUSTON	 L	 -6’	 21-34	 o38’
S.23	 Atlanta	 W	 -4	 27-20	 o37’
S.30	 TAMPA BAY	 L	 -3	 7-20	 u39
O.07	 New Orleans	 W	 +3	 16-13	 u43’
O.14	 Arizona	 W	 +5	 25-10	 u40
O.21	 Bye
O.28	 INDIANAPOLIS	 L	 +6’	 7-31	 u44
N.04	 Tennessee	 L	 +5	 7-20	 u36
N.11	 ATLANTA	 L	 -3’	 13-20	 u35’
N.18	 Green Bay	 L	 +9’	 17-31	 o37’
N.25	 NEW ORLEANS	 L	 +3	 6-31	 u42
D.02	 S. FRANCISCO	 W	 -3	 31-14	 o35’
D.09	 Jacksonville	 L	+10’	 6-37	 o38’
D.16	 SEATTLE	 W	 +7’	 13-10	 u37’
D.22*	 DALLAS	 W	+10’	 13-20	 u42’
D.30	 Tampa Bay	 W	 -3	 31-23	 o35’

What’s going on in Charlotte, anyway?
Indeed, the Panthers enter 2010 as something of a tricky read.  They aren’t the first team to go about a 

veteran housecleaning act.  Nor are they the first to enter a campaign with questions at QB.  Usually, however, 
such changes in are accompanied by switches in the front office and on the sidelines.  Instead, the Panthers 
enter this fall with their braintrust (GM Marty Hurney and HC John Fox) still intact from recent seasons...sort 
of.  Entering summer, Carolina had not offered Fox a contract extension after this season, when his current 
deal expires.  Nor are any of his assistants under contract beyond this fall, either.

Sounds like a win-or-else ultimatum to us.
It’s certainly not ideal for a coach to be under the gun with a rebuilt and arguably less-talented roster from 

last year’s team that had to scramble down the stretch to win 4 of its last 5 just to finish 8-8.  Eight starters 
from a year ago are no longer on the roster, including a host of veterans and team leaders, including QB Jake 
Delhomme, who once upon a time led the Panthers to the Super Bowl.  Also allowed to walk were longtime 
stalwarts DE Julius Peppers (who landed in Chicago) and WR Muhsin Muhammad.  Moreover, Carolina was 
limited in the draft after trading its first-round pick to the 49ers last year for the chance to pick DE Everette 
Brown.  Given Hurney’s recent reluctance to enter the free-agent market (the Panthers haven’t signed a true 
unrestricted free agent since 2008), it was not an optimal set of circumstances in which to reload.

It was a tale of two seasons in 2009, with Fox looking no better than 50-50 to last beyond the year for 
most of a campaign, in which the Panthers floundered early.  Delhomme, picking up where he left off in a 
mistake-filled playoff loss to the Cardinals the previous January, looked past his sell-by date and was eventu-
ally replaced by former FA Matt Moore.  Meanwhile, the defense was enduring a spate of injuries and having 
problems adjusting to the new “Tampa Two” schemes introduced by first-year d.c. Ron Meeks, a Tony Dungy 
disciple imported from Indianapolis.  Things began to improve down the stretch, however, with Moore (now 
6-2 SU in his career as a starter, and a perfect 8-0 vs. the pointspread to boot!) looking more than service-
able in relief of Delhomme, while Meeks’ stop unit finally began to get healthy and adapt to his new schemes, 
forcing 30 TOs over the final 10 games.  By late December, the Panthers were one of the NFL’s hottest teams, 
covering their last 5 games and sandwiching wins over NFC finalists Minnesota and New Orleans around a 
41-9 blowout of the Giants at the Meadowlands, effectively scuttling New York’s playoff hopes.  Although by 
that point the pressure was also off Carolina, long since eliminated from the postseason.

Moore’s performance (including 62% completions, 8 TDP and only 2 picks) was good enough to earn 
him first crack at the full-time job this fall; with Delhomme now in Cleveland, Fox’s other options are rookies 
Jimmy Clausen (Notre Dame, after falling to the Panthers in the 2nd round) and Tony Pike (Cincinnati).  Make 
no mistake, however, the Panthers remain a run-first offense behind their smashing RB duo of DeAngelo Wil-
liams & Jonathan Stewart, the first tandem in NFL history to each surpass 1100 YR in the same year.  Expect 
more of the same behind a vet OL entering its third year with most of its components in place.  But the youth 
movement will have to deliver at the WR spots where, in Muhammad’s wake, a complement has to emerge 
alongside the consistently superb Steve Smith.  Since Dwayne Jarrett doesn’t appear to be it, a pair of rookie 
WRs (LSU’s Brandon LaFell & App State’s Armanti Edwards) will get a chance.

Meanwhile, d.c.Meeks is going to have to figure out how to replace most of his DL after DTs Maake Ke-
moeatu (now with the Redskins) and Damione Lewis (Patriots) were allowed to walk, along with Peppers.  And 
due to some injuries (DE Tyler Braxton and LB Thomas Davis, though neither considered season-threatening) 

2008
(SUR: 12-5 PSR: 8-7-2 O-U: 8-8-1)

S.07	 San Diego	 W	 +9’	 26-24	 o41’
S.14	 CHICAGO	 N	 -3	 20-17	 n37
S.21	 Minnesota	 L	 +3	 10-20	 u37’
S.28	 ATLANTA	 W	 -7	 24-9	 u39’
O.05	 KANSAS CITY	 W	 -9’	 34-0	 u38’
O.12	 Tampa Bay	 L	 +1’	 3-27	 u37
O.19	 NEW ORLEANS	 W	 -3	 30-7	 u44’
O.26	 ARIZONA	 N	 -4	 27-23	 o43’
N.02	 Bye
N.09	 Oakland	 W	 -9’	 17-6	 u37’
N.16	 DETROIT	 L	 -14	 31-22	 o40
N.23	 Atlanta	 L	 +1	 28-45	 o42
N.30	 Green Bay	 W	 +3	 35-31	 o41’
D.08*	 TAMPA BAY	 W	 -3	 38-23	 o39
D.14	 DENVER	 W	 -7’	 30-10	 u47
D.21*	 Ny Giants-OT	 L	 +3’	 28-34	 o37’
D.28	 New Orleans	 L	 -2’	 33-31	 o51’
J.10*	 ARIZONA-P	 L	 -10	 13-33	 u48’

2009
(SUR: 8-8 PSR: 9-7 O-U: 6-10)

S.13	 PHILADELPHIA	 L	 +2’	 10-38	 o43’
S.20	 Atlanta	 L	 +6	 20-28	 o43
S.28*	 Dallas	 L	 +8’	 7-21	 u47’
O.04	   Open Week
O.11	 WASHINGTON	 L	 -4	 20-17	 u37’
O.18	 Tampa Bay	 W	 -3’	 28-21	 o40
O.25	 BUFFALO	 L	 -7	 9-20	 u37
N.01	 Arizona	 W	+10	 34-21	 o41’
N.08	 New Orleans	 W	+13	 20-30	 u51’
N.15	 ATLANTA	 W	 +1’	 28-19	 o44
N.19*	 MIAMI	 L	 -3	 17-24	 u42’
N.29	 NY Jets	 L	 +3	 6-17	 u41’
D.06	 TAMPA BAY	 W	 -4	 16-6	 u40
D.13	 New England	 W	+13	 10-20	 u43’
D.20*	 MINNESOTA	 W	 +9	 26-7	 u42’
D.27	 NY Giants	 W	 +8	 41-9	 o42’
J.03	 NEW ORLEANS	 W	 -9	 23-10	 u42

and contract squabbles (CB Richard Marshall), the Panthers were down to just three returning starters in their May minicamp.  Fox and Meeks need an 
immediate return on their investment in the aforementioned DE Everette Brown, especially as the platoon looks for someone to fill Peppers’ featured 
pass rush role.  Getting back the playmaking Davis from LY’s ACL injury to team with star MLB Jon Beason will also be crucial.

Bottom line...The offseason purge of numerous veterans has the Panthers looking different than any time in the Fox/Hurney era.  Making matters 
more perplexing in Charlotte is the status of Fox, who doesn’t have the luxury of turning to some veteran quick-fix artists to steady the ship if it begins 
to list.  And Fox’s potential status as a lame duck could become a distraction if the Panthers fade out of playoff contention. 

PRESEASON NOTES:  A former force in exhibitions earlier in his career, Fox didn’t cover a game LY (0-4), is 3-9 vs. the number the L3Ys, 
including 1-5 after a SU loss.

2010
S.12	 NY Giants
S.19	 TAMPA BAY
S.26	 CINCINNATI
O.03	 New Orleans
O.10	 CHICAGO
O.17	 Bye
O.24	 SAN FRANCISCO
O.31	 St. Louis
N.07	 NEW ORLEANS
N.14	 Tampa Bay
N.21	 BALTIMORE
N.28	 Cleveland
D.05	 Seattle
D.12	 ATLANTA
D.19	 ARIZONA
D.23*	 Pittsburgh
J.02	 Atlanta



CAROLINA—2009 Game-by-Game Statistics
				    OFFENSE				    DEFENSE
OPPONENT	 PF	 PA	 RA-YR	 PC-PA-I-YP	 SK	F-FL	 RA-YR	 PC-PA-I-YP	SK	F-FR 
Philadelphia 10 38 30/86 14/34/5/83 5 2-2 32/185 17/29/1/82 2 2-1
Atlanta 20 28 25/144 25/41/1/296 1 2-1 37/151 21/27/1/220 0 1-1
Dallas 7 21 16/73 22/33/2/198 3 2-1 32/212 22/33/0/237 2 0-0
Washington 20 17 32/86 16/25/1/162 3 4-1 24/74 17/23/0/124 5 3-1
Tampa Bay 28 21 48/267 9/17/2/55 1 1-1 25/124 11/17/1/121 4 5-1
Buffalo 9 20 25/116 27/44/3/309 2 1-1 30/53 11/22/0/114 2 0-0
Arizona 34 21 44/270 7/15/0/85 1 0-0 17/94 27/46/5/226 2 2-1
New Orleans 20 30 39/182 17/30/0/189 2 5-3 23/84 24/35/1/330 1 2-1
Atlanta 28 19 34/185 15/24/0/195 0 1-0 29/176 22/41/2/224 0 0-0
Miami 17 24 27/182 19/42/1/201 4 0-0 31/154 17/29/0/172 0 2-0
NY Jets 6 17 25/75 15/35/4/101 3 0-0 39/139 13/18/1/144 3 2-2
Tampa Bay 16 6 33/157 14/20/1/152 1 1-1 26/154 23/44/5/315 2 0-0
New England 10 20 24/126 15/30/0/179 2 0-0 40/185 19/32/1/192 0 2-2
Minnesota 26 7 40/124 21/33/0/273 2 3-0 14/41 17/27/1/196 4 1-1
NY Giants 41 9 46/247 15/20/0/169 1 1-0 19/60 29/43/2/257 4 4-2
New Orleans 23 10 37/178 14/23/0/149 2 0-0 32/111 15/29/1/102 0 2-2

CAROLINA TEAM STATISTICS 2006-2009 (INCLUDING ALL PLAYOFF GAMES)
									        OFFENSE															              DEFENSE
YEAR	 SUR	 PSR	 PF	 PA	 FD	 RA	 RY	 YPC	 F-FL	 T-R-P	 PC	 PA	 PI	 SK	 YP	 YPP	 YPT	 FD	 RA	 RY	 YPC	 F-FR	 T-R-P	 PC	 PA	 PI	 SK	 YP	 YPP	 YPT	 DIF	 APR	 OPR	TM	 TO
2009	 8-8	 9-7	 20	 19	 18	 33	 156	 4.8	 23-11	 35-18-16	 17	 29	 20	 33	 175	 6.0	 16.8	 18	 28	 125	 4.4	 28-15	 36-15-14	 19	 31	 22	 31	 191	 6.2	 16.4	 -.4	 6.7	 3.0	 30	 +6
2008	 12-5	 8-7	 25	 21	 18	 31	 148	 4.8	 13-8	 49-31-16	 15	 26	 17	 22	 197	 7.5	 13.7	 19	 28	 121	 4.3	 25-13	 40-15-21	 21	 35	 13	 38	 212	 6.1	 15.6	 1.9	 2.5	 5.8	 29	 +1
2007	 7-9	 8-8	 17	 22	 16	 28	 114	 4.0	 25-12	 28-7-19	 18	 32	 17	 33	 170	 5.4	 17.0	 19	 30	 111	 3.7	 30-16	 38-13-22	 21	 34	 14	 23	 214	 6.4	 15.0	 -2.0	 9.0	 4.9	 29	 +1
2006	 8-8	 5-9	 17	 19	 17	 26	 104	 3.9	 21-10	 28-7-19	 20	 34	 17	 32	 204	 6.1	 18.2	 17	 28	 109	 3.9	 21-7	 33-10-22	 18	 31	 14	 41	 188	 6.0	 15.5	 -2.7	 3.0	 5.7	 30	 -6

PROJECTED OFFENSE
QB 3  Matt Moore 2  Jimmy Clausen (2nd Rd)
 16 Tony Pike (6th Rd) 14 Hunter Cantwell
RB 34 DeAngelo Williams 28 Jonathan Stewart
 33 Mike Goodson 22 Tyrell Sutton
FB 42 Tony Fiammetta 38 Rashawn Jackson
WR 89 Steve Smith 10 Armanti Edwards (3rd Rd)
 81 Kenneth Moore 12 David Gettis (6th Rd)
WR 80 Dwayne Jarrett 11 Brandon LaFell (3rd Rd)
TE 47 Jeff King 88 Dante Rosario
 82 Gary Barnidge 85 Andrew George
LT 69 Jordan Gross 65 Garry Williams
LG 70 Travelle Wharton 71 C.J. Davis
C 67 Ryan Kalil 63 Steve Justice
RG 73 Mackenzy Bernadeau 72 Duke Robinson
RT 79 Jeff Otah 74 Geoff Schwartz

PROJECTED DEFENSE
DE 96 Tyler Brayton 95 Charles Johnson
   76 Greg Hardy (6th Rd)
NT 98 Nick Hayden 60 Corvey Irvin
UT 94 Louis Leonard 93 Tank Tyler
   61 Derek Landri
DE 91 Everette Brown 97 Hilee Taylor
OLB 50 James Anderson 55 Dan Connor
   92 Eric Norwood (4th Rd)
MLB 52 Jon Beason 48 Brett Warren
OLB 58 Thomas Davis (inj.) 53 Jamar Williams
CB 20 Chris Gamble 41 Captain Munnerlyn
S 30 Charles Godfrey 21 Aaron Francisco
S 23 Sherrod Martin 29 Jordan Pugh (6th Rd)
CB 31 Richard Marshall 27 C.J. Wilson

PROJECTED SPECIALISTS
K 4 John Kasay 5 Todd Carter
P 7 Jason Baker 8 Blake Haudan

NFC SOUTHCAROLINA

CAROLINA PANTHERS 2009
REGULAR SEASON STAT RANKINGS

OFFENSE	 TOTAL	 RANK
TOTAL OFFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 331.1 19
FIRST DOWNS (Per Game) 18.1 20
POINTS PER GAME 19.7 21
RUSHING (Yds. Per Game) 156.1 3
RUSHING TDS 18 10
PASSING OFFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 174.9 27
PASSING COMPLETION % 56.8 26
PASSING TDS 16 T-24
FIELD GOALS 22 T-19
TIME OF POSSESSION 30:13 13
DEFENSE	 TOTAL	 RANK
TOTAL DEFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 315.8 8
SCORING DEFENSE 19.2 9
RUSHING DEFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 124.8 22
PASSING DEFENSE  (Yds. Per Game) 191.0 4
PASS COMPLETION% 61.6 20
INTERCEPTIONS 22 T-5
SACKS 31 T-23
TOTAL TEAM PENALTIES 88 T-21
TURNOVER MARGIN +6 T-8

CAROLINA PANTHERS POINTSPREAD BREAKDOWN (INCLUDING PLAYOFFS)
	 SUR	 Spread	 Home	 Home	 Road	 Road	 SB	 Fav	 Fav>3	 Dog	 After
			   SUR	 Sprd	 SUR	 Sprd	 Sprd	 Sprd	 Sprd	 Sprd	 SUL 
2009 8-8 9-7 5-3 4-4 3-5 5-3 --- 3-3 3-2 6-4 4-4
2008 12-5 8-7-2 8-1 5-2-2 4-4 3-5 --- 6-3-2 4-2-1 2-4 3-1
2007 7-9 8-8 2-6 3-5 5-3 5-3 --- 3-3 1-2 5-5 5-4
2006 8-8 5-9-2 4-4 2-5-1 4-4 3-4-1 --- 3-6-1 2-4-1 2-2-1 2-6
2005 13-6 12-7 5-3 4-4 8-3 8-3 --- 8-6 5-4 3-1 4-1
L5 Years	 48-36	 42-38-4	 24-17	 18-20-3	 24-19	 24-18-1	 ---	 23-21-3	 15-14-2	 18-16-1	 18-16
  

Carolina 2010 Draft Picks
Rd	 Player	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 School
2 (48) Jimmy Clausen QB 6’3” 222 Notre Dame
3 (78) Brandon LaFell WR 6’2” 211 LSU
3 (89) Armanti Edwards QB 5’11” 187 Appalachian State
4 (124) Eric Norwood LB 6’1” 245 South Carolina
6 (175) Greg Hardy DE 6’4” 281 Mississippi
6 (198) David Gettis WR 6’3” 217 Baylor
6 (202) Jordan Pugh DB 5’11” 200 Texas A&M
6 (204) Tony Pike QB 6’6” 223 Cincinnati
7 (223) RJ Stanford DB 5’11” 180 Utah
7 (249) Robert McClain DB 5’9” 195 Connecticut

CAROLINA 2009 REGULAR SEASON TEAM STATS
	 PANTHERS	 OPPONENTS
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS  	 289  	 290
FIRST DOWNS (Rushing-passing-by penalty) 	 123-152-14 	 109-155-26
THIRD DOWN CONVERSIONS 	 82/220 	 70/197
FOURTH DOWN CONVERSIONS 	 9/20 	 9/17
TOTAL OFFENSIVE YARDS 	 5297 	 5053
OFFENSE (Plays-Average Yards) 	 1023-5.2 	 976-5.2
TOTAL RUSHING YARDS 	 2498 	 1997
RUSHING (Plays-Average Yards) 	 525-4.8 	 450-4.4
TOTAL PASSING YARDS 	 2799 	 3056
PASSING (Comp-Att-Int-Avg) 	 264-465-20-6.6 	 305-495-22-6.6
SACKS 	 31 	 33
FIELD GOALS 	 22/27 	 19/27
TOUCHDOWNS 	 35 	 36
(Rushing-Passing-Returns-Defensive) 	 18-16-0-1 	 15-14-2-5
TIME OF POSSESSION 	 30:12 	 29:47



Head Coach: Sean Payton (5th year)
Off. Coord: Pete Carmichael, Jr.; Def. Coord: Gregg Williams

2009 Record: SUR 16-3, PSR 10-9, O-U 9-10
Field: Louisiana Superdome (65,900) FieldTurf

How about a two-dat?
Indeed, New Orleans is going to have a hard time topping its raucous run to its first title, which culminated 

in an exciting Super Bowl XLIV win over the Colts last February 7 in Miami.  And we’re not sure we can expect 
to be as entertained by a future champion, either.  Unless, of course, it’s the Saints.

We can hardly recall a more refreshing sporting development than New Orleans’ emergence, which was 
accompanied by a joie de vivre rarely seen in the button-downed world of today’s NFL, where teams often look 
and play alike, and title winners are frequently rewarded for ruthless, and often colorless, efficiency.  The Saints, 
however, were a different animal than we’re used to seeing, producing an exciting product (after all, they were 
the league’s highest-scoring team) and rarely failing to entertain.  That a festive home town and an entire region 
were so energized, even revitalized, by the team added another unique dimension.  Moreover, New Orleans 
succeeded without embarrassing itself, absent the shameless self-promoters, insufferable egotists, and off-field 
controversies that often cloud the perceptions of other teams.  About the only tabloid-like material we got from 
the Saints was of the harmless variety, with RB Reggie Bush involved in an on-again, off-again relationship 
(we think it’s off now, but check back later in the year) with reality TV diva Kim Kardashian.  New Orleans 
was mostly just good, clean fun last season, featuring easy-to-like sorts such as QB Drew Brees and HC Sean 
Payton, family men whose aw-shucks demeanors are a welcome departure from the many headline-grabbers 
who are hard to digest in today’s NFL.

Brees and the “O” rightfully got a lot of credit for last year’s thrill ride, as did Payton, who rolled the dice 
as expertly as a craps shooter in Tunica, especially in the Super Bowl when his nervy onside-kick to begin the 
second half and subsequent successful challenge of a key two-point conversion illuminated his influence. But 
the real difference between last season’s Saints and other recent editions that fell short was on defense, where 
Payton’s hiring of veteran d.c. Gregg Williams turned out to be a stroke of genius. Williams’ attack-minded 
4-3 uncovered an absent big-play element, forcing 36 TOs and scoring 8 TDs in the first 12 weeks when the 
team was on course to match the 16-0 regular-season mark of Bill Belichick’s 2007 Patriots.  Injuries, however, 
reduced the effectiveness of the stop unit down the stretch when the perfect record went up in smoke and the “D” 
stopped forcing turnovers, although with most hands back on deck, the momentum-changing element returned 
in the playoffs, capped by a couple of big picks by CB Tracy Porter to stop a late drive by the Vikings in the 
NFC title game, and his 74-yard interception TD to seal the deal vs. the Colts.

Williams, however, will nonetheless be looking for improvement from his stop unit, which ended up ranked 
25th in total yards (those late-season injuries and the brisk pace of Saints’ games having something to do with 
that lower ranking).  Re-signing playmaking FS Darren Sharper was crucial to the continuity of a platoon that 
is looking for a bit more pass rush and hopes the addition of free-agent DEs Alex Brown (via Chicago) and 
Jimmy Wilkerson (via Tampa Bay) can provide a boost, while LSU rookie DT Al Woods could emerge as a 
valuable run-stuffer.  First-round CB Patrick Robinson (Florida State) should see action in nickel packages and 
add valuable depth, while his 4.38 speed could come in handy on special teams. 

But it’s on the attack end where New Orleans sizzles.  Remember, the Saints were on course to break the 
2007 Patriots’ scoring record before bogging down in late December, and the only contributor who has departed 
from LY was backup RB Mike Bell (signed by the Eagles).  Brees, at 31 and in the prime of his career, can 
be counted for more big numbers after completing an NFL-record 70.6%, plus 34 TDP for the second straight 
year.  He and Payton were reminded of the importance of balancing the attack late last season when the “O” 
lost traction as the infantry was slowed by a rash of injuries.  But the ground game provided a nice diversion 

2009 NEW ORLEANS SAINTS
REGULAR-SEASON STAT LEADERS

2009 NEW ORLEANS SAINTS
REGULAR-SEASON STAT LEADERS

PASSING	 PA	 PC	 YDS	 PCT	 TD	 INT	 RAT
D. Brees 	 363 	514 	 4388 	 70.6 	34  	11 	109.6
M. Brunell 	 15 	 30 	 102 	 50.0  	0 	 1 	 44.0
TOTAL	 378 	544 	 4490 	 69.5  	34 	 12 	106.0

RUSHING	 No.	 Yds	 Avg	 Long	 TD
P. Thomas 	 147 	 793 	 5.4 	 34 	 6
M. Bell 	 172 	 654 	 3.8 	 35 	 5
R. Bush 	 70 	 390 	 5.6 	 55 	 5 
L. Hamilton 	 35 	 125 	 3.6 	 19 	 2
TOTAL 	 468 	 2106 	 4.5 	 55 	 21
	
RECEIVING	 No.	 Yds	 Avg	 Long	 TD
L. Marques Colston 	70 	 1074 	 15.3 	 68 	 9
D. Henderson 	 51 	 804 	 15.8 	 75 	 2
R. Meachem 	 45 	 722 	 16.0 	 54 	 9
J. Shockey 	 48 	 569 	 11.9 	 66 	 3
D. Thomas 	 35 	 356 	 10.2 	 37 	 1
R. Bush 	 47 	 335 	 7.1 	 29 	 3
P. Thomas 	 39 	 302 	 7.7 	 36 	 2
L. Moore 	 14 	 153 	 10.9 	 22 	 2
H. Evans 	 10 	 70 	 7.0 	 13 	 2
TOTAL	 378 	 4490 	 11.9 	 75 	 34

FIELD GOALS	 1-19	 20-29	 30-39	40-49	 50+
G. Hartley 	 1/1 	 3/3 	 5/6 	 0/0 	 0/1
J. Carney 	 0/0 	 6/6 	 5/8 	 2/3 	 0/0
TOTAL	 1/1 	 9/9 	 10/14 	 2/3 	 0/1

DEFENSE	 Total	 Tackles	 Assists	Sacks	FR
J. Vilma 	 110 	 87 	 23 	 2.0 	 0
R. Harper 	 102 	 84 	 18 	 1.5 	 2
S. Shanle 	 69 	 57 	 12 	 0.0 	 0
D. Sharper 	 71 	 51 	 20 	 0.5 	 0
M. Jenkins 	 55 	 49 	 6 	 0.0 	 2
T. Porter 	 57 	 48 	 9 	 0.0 	 2
S. Fujita 	 58 	 43 	 15 	 1.0 	 2
J. Greer 	 44 	 41 	 3 	 0.0 	 0
W. Smith 	 49 	 36 	 13 	 13.0 	 3
A. Hargrove 	 42 	 32 	 10 	 5.0 	 1
R. Gay 	 37 	 32 	 5 	 1.0 	 0
C. Grant 	 44 	 31 	 13 	 5.5 	 1
S. Ellis 	 34 	 26 	 8 	 2.0 	 0
P. Prioleau 	 29 	 26 	 3 	 0.0 	 0
T. Evans 	 29 	 25 	 4 	 0.0 	 0
M. Mitchell 	 27 	 23 	 4 	 0.0 	 0
R. Ayodele 	 30 	 18 	 12 	 1.5 	 0
D. Pressley 	 15 	 15 	 0 	 0.0 	 0
C. Reis 	 17 	 14 	 3 	 0.0 	 0
J. Dunbar 	 20 	 13 	 7 	 0.0 	 0
C. Roby 	 13 	 13 	 0 	 0.0 	 0
J. Casillas 	 20 	 11 	 9 	 0.0 	 0
TOTAL 	 1082 	 871 	 211 	 35 	 15
OPPONENTS 	 1103 	 914 	 189 	 20 	 22

INTERCEPTIONS	 No	 Yards	 Avg	 Long	 TD
D. Sharper 	 9 	 376 	 41.8 	 99 	 3
T. Porter 	 4 	 72 	 18.0 	 54 	 1
J. Vilma 	 3 	 25 	 8.3 	 11 	 0
TOTAL 	 26 	 652 	 25.1 	 99 	 5
OPPONENTS 	 12 	 133 	 11.1 	 41 	 0

NEW ORLEANSNEW ORLEANS NFC SOUTH

2006
(SUR: 11-7 PSR: 10-8 O-U: 10-8)

S.10	 Cleveland	 W	 +3	 19-14	 u36’
S.17	 Green Bay	 W	 -2	 34-27	 o38
S.25*	 ATLANTA	 W	 +3’	 23-3	 u43’
O.01	 Carolina	 W	 +7	 18-21	 u40’
O.08	 TAMPA BAY	 L	 -6’	 24-21	 o34’
O.15	 PHILADELPHIA	 W	 +3	 27-24	 o46’
O.22	 Bye
O.29	 BALTIMORE	 L	 -2’	 22-35	 o37
N.05	 Tampa Bay	 W	 P	 31-14	 o38
N.12	 Pittsburgh	 L	 +5’	 31-38	 o45’
N.19	 CINCINNATI	 L	 -3’	 16-31	 u51
N.26	 Atlanta	 W	 +3	 31-13	 u48
D.03	 S. FRANCISCO	 W	 -7	 34-10	 u45
D.10*	 Dallas	 W	 +7’	 42-17	 o47’
D.17	 WASHINGTON	 L	 -9’	 10-16	 u46’
D.24	 NY Giants	 W	 +3	 30-7	 u47’
D.31	 CAROLINA	 L	 +3	 21-31	 o38
J.13*	 PHILADELPHIA-P	L	 -5’	 27-24	 o49
J.21	 Chicago-P	 L	 +2’	 14-39	 o43

2007
(SUR: 7-9 PSR: 6-10 O-U: 10-5-1)

S.06*	 Indianapollis	 L	 +6	 10-41	 u52’
S.16	 Tampa Bay	 L	 -4’	 14-31	 o41’
S.24*	 TENNESSEE	 L	 -4’	 14-31	 n45
S.30	 Bye
O.07	 CAROLINA	 L	 -3	 13-16	 u43’
O.14*	 Seattle	 W	 +6’	 28-17	 o42’
O.21	 ATLANTA	 L	 -8	 22-16	 u42’
O.28	 San Francisco	 W	 -2’	 31-10	 o40
N.04	 JACKSONVILLE	 W	 -3’	 41-24	 o40
N.11	 ST. LOUIS	 L	 -10’	 29-37	 o46’
N.18	 Houston	 L	 +1’	 10-23	 u48
N.25	 Carolina	 W	 -3	 31-6	 u42
D.02	 TAMPA BAY	 L	 -3’	 23-27	 o41’
D.10*	 Atlanta	 W	 -3’	 34-14	 o42’
D.16	 ARIZONA	 W	 -3’	 31-24	 o48’
D.23	 PHILADELPHIA	 L	 -3	 23-38	 o47
D.30	 Chicago	 L	 -1	 25-33	 o41’

2008
(SUR: 8-8 PSR: 11-4-1 O-U: 10-5-1)

S.07	 TAMPA BAY	 W	 -3	 24-20	 o42’
S.14	 Washington	 L	 P	 24-29	 o42’
S.21	 Denver	 W	 +5’	 32-34	 o51
S.28	 S. FRANCISCO	 W	 -4’	 31-17	 u48’
O.06*	 MINNESOTA	 L	 -3	 27-30	 o46’
O.12	 OAKLAND	 W	 -7’	 34-3	 u47
O.19	 Carolina	 L	 +3	 7-30	 u44’
O.26*	 San Diego	 W	 +3	 37-32	 o45’

(at London, England)
N.02	 Bye
N.09	 Atlanta	 L	 +1	 20-34	 o51
N.16	 Kansas City	 W	 -5’	 30-20	 n50
N.24*	 GREEN BAY	 W	 -2	 51-29	 o51’
N.30	 Tampa Bay	 W	 +4	 20-23	 u46
D.07	 ATLANTA	 W	 -3	 29-25	 o51’
D.11*	 Chicago-OT	 N	 +3	 24-27	 o45
D.21	 Detroit	 W	 -7	 42-7	 u50’
D.28	 CAROLINA	 W	 +2’	 31-33	 o51’

2009
(SUR: 16-3 PSR: 10-9 O-U: 9-10)

S.13	 DETROIT	 W	-13’	 45-27	 o50
S.20	 Phila.	 W	 -2	 48-22	 o46
S.27	 Buffalo	 W	 -6	 27-7	 u51’
O.04	 NY JETS	 W	 -7’	 24-10	 u46
O.11	   Open Week
O.18	 NYG	 W	 -3	 48-27	 o47’
O.25	 Miami	 W	 -6’	 46-34	 o47’
N.02*	 ATLANTA	 L	 -11	 35-27	 o54’
N.08	 CAR.	 L	 -13	 30-20	 u51’
N.15	 St. Louis	 L	 -14	 28-23	 o50
N.22	 T. Bay	 W	 -11	 38-7	 u51
N.30*	 N. ENG.	 W	 -2	 38-17	 u56’
D.06	 Wash.-OT	 L	 -9	 33-30	 o46’
D.13	 Atlanta	 L	 -10	 26-23	 u50’
D.19*	 DALLAS	 L	 -7’	 17-24	 u53’
D.27	 T. BAY-OT	 L	 -14	 17-20	 u49
J.03	 Carolina	 L	 +9	 10-23	 u42
J.16	 ARIZONA-P	 W	 -7	 45-14	 o57
J.24*	 MINN.-OT-P	 L	 -3’	 31-28	 o54
F.07*	 Indy-P	 W	 +4’	 31-17	 u56’

(Super Bowl XLIV at Miami, FL)

LY when ranking 6th, with Bush and slashing Pierre Thomas now likely complemented by emerging Lynell Hamilton.  Big-play WRs Marques Colston, 
Devery Henderson, and Robert Meachem combined for 20 TD catches, while TE Jeremy Shockey remains a threat underneath.  PK Garrett Hartley also 
now has the confidence of Payton after his game-winner in OT vs. the Vikings and 3-for-3 FG effort in the Super Bowl.

Bottom line...Replicating the magic of last season won’t be easy, and it’s worth noting that no NFC South champ has repeated since the divisions 
were re-formatted in 2002.  But the Saints are built for another deep run (and maybe a two-dat!) as long as Brees doesn’t get KO’d along the way. 

PRESEASON NOTES:  In the L3Ys, N.O. has been overrated (1-4) as home chalk, but is a robust 4-0 as a road dog and 2-0 as a road favorite.
2010

S.09*	 MINNESOTA
S.20*	 San Francisco
S.26	 ATLANTA
O.03	 CAROLINA
O.10	 Arizona
O.17	 Tampa Bay
O.24	 CLEVELAND
O.31*	 PITTSBURGH
N.07	 Carolina
N.14	 Bye
N.21	 SEATTLE
N.25	 Dallas
D.05	 Cincinnati
D.12	 ST. LOUIS
D.19	 Baltimore
D.27*	 Atlanta
J.02	 TAMPA BAY



NEW ORLEANS—2009 Game-by-Game Statistics, including playoffs
				    OFFENSE				    DEFENSE
OPPONENT	 PF	 PA	 RA-YR	 PC-PA-I-YP	 SK	F-FL	 RA-YR	 PC-PA-I-YP	SK	 F-FR 
Detroit 45 27 35/157 26/34/1/358 0 3-2 20/33 16/37/3/198 1 0-0
Philadelphia 48 22 29/133 25/34/1/288 2 2-0 21/85 31/52/3/378 2 1-1
Buffalo 27 7 38/222 16/29/0/156 2 1-1 21/89 21/36/1/154 4 1-1
NY Jets 24 10 32/153 20/32/0/190 0 2-1 27/132 14/27/3/112 4 1-1
NY Giants 48 27 39/133 23/30/0/360 1 1-0 19/84 18/36/1/241 2 1-1
Miami 46 34 27/138 22/38/3/276 5 2-1 30/137 18/37/2/197 2 1-1
Atlanta 35 27 35/146 25/33/1/291 2 3-3 24/161 19/42/3/281 3 0-0
Carolina 30 20 23/84 24/35/1/330 1 2-1 39/182 17/30/0/189 2 5-3
St. Louis 28 23 29/203 18/26/2/217 1 1-1 29/141 26/40/1/293 2 1-0
Tampa Bay 38 7 36/183 19/29/0/187 0 0-0 23/119 17/33/3/100 3 1-1
New England 38 17 26/113 18/23/0/367 1 1-1 28/122 23/40/2/244 2 2-1
Washington 33 30 24/55 35/49/1/408 1 1-0 25/88 30/42/1/367 0 3-3
Atlanta 26 23 26/95 31/41/0/296 0 1-0 21/89 23/34/1/303 1 0-0
Dallas 17 24 13/65 29/45/1/271 4 2-2 36/145 22/34/0/294 3 0-0
Tampa Bay 17 20 23/124 32/37/0/249 1 1-1 34/176 21/31/2/263 3 1-0
Carolina 10 23 32/111 15/29/1/102 0 2-2 37/178 14/23/0/149 2 0-0
Arizona 45 14 34/171 23/32/0/247 0 0-0 15/101 24/36/1/258 1 3-1
Minnesota 31 28 23/68 17/31/0/189 1 3-1 36/165 28/46/2/310 0 6-3
Indianapolis 31 17 18/51 32/39/0/281 1 0-0 19/99 31/45/1/333 0 0-0

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 2009
REGULAR SEASON STAT RANKINGS

OFFENSE	 TOTAL	 RANK
TOTAL OFFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 403.8 1
FIRST DOWNS (Per Game) 21.8 2
POINTS PER GAME 31.9 1
RUSHING (Yds. Per Game) 131.6 6
RUSHING TDS 21 T-3
PASSING OFFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 272.2 4
PASSING COMPLETION % 69.5 1
PASSING TDS 34 T-1
FIELD GOALS 22 T-19
TIME OF POSSESSION 31:36 11
DEFENSE	 TOTAL	 RANK
TOTAL DEFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 357.8 25
SCORING DEFENSE 21.3 20
RUSHING DEFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 122.2 21
PASSING DEFENSE  (Yds. Per Game) 235.6 26
PASS COMPLETION% 57.5 T-4
INTERCEPTIONS 26 3
SACKS 35 T-13
TOTAL TEAM PENALTIES 89 20
TURNOVER MARGIN +11 3

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS POINTSPREAD BREAKDOWN (INCLUDING PLAYOFFS)
	 SUR	 Spread	 Home	 Home	 Road	 Road	 SB	 Fav	 Fav>3	 Dog	 After
			   SUR	 Sprd	 SUR	 Sprd	 Sprd	 Sprd	 Sprd	 Sprd	 SUL 
2009 16-3 10-9 8-2 5-5 7-1 4-4 1-0 9-8 6-8 1-1 1-2
2008 8-8 11-4-1 5-2 6-1 2-6 4-3-1 --- 7-1 4-0 4-2-1 7-0
2007 7-9 6-10 3-5 2-6 4-4 4-4 --- 5-8 3-5 1-2 3-5
2006 11-7 10-8 5-4 3-6 6-3 7-2 --- 2-5 1-4 7-3 3-3
2005 3-13 5-10-1 1-6 2-4-1 2-7 3-6 --- 1-2 --- 4-8-1 4-7-1
L5 Years	 45-40	 42-41-2	 22-19	 18-22-1	 21-21	 22-19-1	 1-0	 24-24	 14-17	 17-16-2	 18-17-1

NEW ORLEANS TEAM STATISTICS 2006-2009 (INCLUDING ALL PLAYOFF GAMES)
									        OFFENSE															              DEFENSE
YEAR	 SUR	 PSR	 PF	 PA	 FD	 RA	 RY	 YPC	 F-FL	 T-R-P	 PC	 PA	 PI	 SK	 YP	 YPP	 YPT	 FD	 RA	 RY	 YPC	 F-FR	 T-R-P	 PC	 PA	 PI	 SK	 YP	 YPP	 YPT	 DIF	 APR	 OPR	TM	 TO
2009	 16-3	 10-9	 32	 21	 22	 29	 127	 4.4	 28-17	 77-24-42	 24	 34	 12	 23	 266	 7.8	 12.1	 20	 27	 122	 4.6	 27-17	 45-25-17	 22	 37	 30	 37	 245	 6.7	 17.5	 5.4	 -3.1	 4.5	 31	 +18
2008	 8-8	 11-4	 29	 25	 22	 25	 100	 4.0	 18-8	 57-20-34	 26	 40	 18	 13	 311	 7.8	 14.2	 19	 28	 118	 4.2	 16-7	 41-14-21	 19	 33	 15	 28	 222	 6.7	 13.8	 -.4	 3.9	 5.3	 31	 -4
2007	 7-9	 6-10	 24	 24	 22	 24	 91	 3.7	 26-12	 47-14-28	 28	 41	 18	 15	 271	 6.6	 15.3	 18	 26	 103	 4.0	 27-10	 44-7-32	 20	 33	 13	 32	 245	 7.5	 14.4	 -.9	 4.7	 7.4	 31	 -7
2006	 11-7	 10-8	 25	 21	 21	 29	 112	 3.9	 29-14	 54-22-30	 23	 37	 14	 29	 281	 7.6	 15.6	 16	 27	 132	 4.9	 24-8	 47-15-28	 16	 29	 11	 39	 179	 6.1	 14.6	 -1.0	 5.5	 5.7	 32	 -9

NEW ORLEANS 2009 REGULAR SEASON TEAM STATSNEW ORLEANS 2009 REGULAR SEASON TEAM STATS
	 SAINTS	 OPPONENTS
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS  	 348  	 310
FIRST DOWNS (Rushing-passing-by penalty) 	 115-215-18 	 111-175-24
THIRD DOWN CONVERSIONS 	 88/197 	 82/216
FOURTH DOWN CONVERSIONS 	 6/15 	 11/24
TOTAL OFFENSIVE YARDS 	 6461 	 5724
OFFENSE (Plays-Average Yards) 	 1032-6.3 	 1044-5.5
TOTAL RUSHING YARDS 	 2106 	 1955
RUSHING (Plays-Average Yards) 	 468-4.5 	 435-4.5
TOTAL PASSING YARDS 	 4355 	 3769
PASSING (Comp-Att-Int-Avg) 	 378-544-12-8.3 	 330-574-26-6.9
SACKS 	 35 	 20
FIELD GOALS 	 22/28 	 27/32
TOUCHDOWNS 	 64 	 37
(Rushing-Passing-Returns-Defensive) 	 21-34-1-8 	 19-15-1-2
TIME OF POSSESSION 	 31:36 	 29:14

NEW ORLEANSNEW ORLEANS NFC SOUTH

PROJECTED OFFENSE
QB 9  Drew Brees 10 Chase Daniel
   4  Sean Canýeld (7th Rd)
RB 25 Reggie Bush 23 Pierre Thomas
 43 P.J. Hill 30 Lynell Hamilton
FB 44 Heath Evans 46 Marcus Mailei
WR 12 Marques Colston 16 Lance Moore
 87 Adrian Arrington 15 Courtney Roby
WR 19 Devery Henderson 17 Robert Meachem
TE 88 Jeremy Shockey 85 David Thomas
   80 Jimmy Graham (3rd Rd)
LT 70 Jammal Brown 74 Jermon Bushrod
   71 Charles Brown (2nd Rd)
LG 77 Carl Nicks 61 Brandon Carter
C 76 Jonathan Goodwin 65 Matt Tennant (5th Rd)
RG 73 Jahri Evans 72 Tim Duckworth
RT 78 Jon Stinchcomb 64 Zach Strief

PROJECTED DEFENSE
DE 96 Alex Brown 99 Jimmy Wilkerson
DT 98 Sedrick Ellis 69 Tony Hargrove
NT 92 Remi Ayodele 90 DeMario Pressley
   94 Al Woods (4th Rd)
DE 91 Will Smith 93 Bobby McCray
OLB 56 Jo-Lonn Dunbar 54 Troy Evans
MLB 51 Jonathan Vilma 50 Marvin Mitchell
OLB 58 Scott Shanle 59 Anthony Waters
CB 33 Jabari Greer 27 Malcolm Jenkins
S 41 Roman Harper 39 Chris Reis
S 42 Darren Sharper 28 Usama Young
CB 22 Tracy Porter 20 Randall Gay
   34 Patrick Robinson (1st Rd)

PROJECTED SPECIALISTS
K 5 Garrett Hartley
P 6 Thomas Morstead

New Orleans 2010 Draft Picks
Rd	 Player	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 School
1 (32) Patrick Robinson CB 5’11” 190 Florida State
2 (64) Charles Brown OT 6’5” 303 Southern Cal
3 (95) Jimmy Graham TE 6’6” 260 Miami
4 (123) Al Woods DT 6’4” 309 LSU
5 (158) Matt Tennant C 6’5” 300 Boston College 
7 (239) Sean Canýeld QB 6ô4ò 223 Oregon State



Head Coach: Raheem Morris (2nd year)
Off. Coord: Greg Olson; Def. Coord: Raheem Morris

2009 Record: SUR 3-13, PSR 6-10, O-U 6-10
Field: Raymond James Stadium (65,655) Grass

2009 TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS
REGULAR-SEASON STAT LEADERS

PASSING	 PA	 PC	 YDS	 PCT	 TD	 INT	 RAT
J. Freeman 	 159 	291 	 1857 	 54.6  	10 	 18 	59.9
J. Johnson 	 63 	125 	 685 	 50.4  	4 	 8 	 50.9
B. Leftwich 	 58 	107 	 594 	 54.2  	4 	 3	 71.2
TOTAL 	 280 	525 	 3136 	 53.3  	18 	 29 	59.8

RUSHING	 No.	 Yds	 Avg	 Long	 TD
C. Williams 	 210 	 821 	 3.9 	 35 	 4
D. Ward 	 114 	 409 	 3.6 	 28 	 1
J. Freeman 	 30 	 161 	 5.4 	 20 	 0
J. Johnson 	 22 	 148 	 6.7 	 29 	 0
E. Graham 	 14 	 66 	 4.7 	 17 	 0
TOTAL 	 403 	 1625 	 4.0 	 35 	 5

RECEIVING	 No.	 Yds	 Avg	 Long	 TD
K. Winslow 	 77 	 884 	 11.5 	 42 	 5
A. Bryant 	 39 	 600 	 15.4 	 42 	 4
M. Stovall 	 24 	 366 	 15.3 	 38 	 1
S. Stroughter 	 31 	 334 	 10.8 	 35 	 1
M. Clayton 	 16 	 230 	 14.4 	 47 	 1
C. Williams 	 29 	 219 	 7.6 	 22 	 3
D. Ward 	 20 	 150 	 7.5 	 38 	 2
J. Stevens 	 15 	 130 	 8.7 	 17 	 1
E. Graham 	 14 	 109 	 7.8 	 16 	 0
TOTAL 	 280 	 3136 	 11.2 	 47 	 18

FIELD GOALS	 1-19	 20-29	 30-39	 40-49	 50+
C. Barth 	 0/0 	 2/2 	 4/6 	 5/7 	 3/4
M. Nugent 	 0/0 	 1/1 	 1/2 	 0/3 	 0/0 
S. Andrus 	 0/0 	 0/0 	 0/0 	 0/1 	 0/0
TOTAL 	 0/0 	 3/3 	 5/8 	 5/11 	 3/4

DEFENSE	 Total	 Tackles	 Assists	Sacks	FR
B. Ruud 	 142 	 107 	 35 	 0.0 	 1
G. Hayes 	 98 	 80 	 18 	 3.0 	 1
Q. Black 	 84 	 69 	 15 	 1.5 	 0
R. Barber 	 77 	 69 	 8 	 2.0 	 2
S. Piscitelli 	 80 	 66 	 14 	 0.0 	 1
T. Jackson 	 71 	 60 	 11 	 0.0 	 2
A. Talib 	 64 	 56 	 8 	 0.0 	 0
T. Crowder 	 43 	 37 	 6 	 3.5 	 0
S. White 	 43 	 30 	 13 	 6.5 	 0
J. Wilkerson 	 46 	 29 	 17 	 6.0 	 2
R. Miller 	 33 	 27 	 6 	 2.0 	 0
C. Hovan 	 33 	 26 	 7 	 0.5 	 0
E. Mack 	 29 	 26 	 3 	 0.0 	 0
R. Sims 	 33 	 25 	 8 	 1.0 	 0
A. Hayward 	 23 	 19 	 4 	 0.0 	 0
T. Cox 	 21 	 19 	 2 	 0.0 	 0
W. Allen 	 20 	 16 	 4 	 0.0 	 0
M. McCoy 	 14 	 12 	 2 	 0.0 	 0
N. Koutouvides 	 11 	 11 	 0 	 0.0 	 0
TOTAL 	 1106 	 909 	 197 	 28 	 10
OPPONENTS 	 1002 	 805 	 197 	 33 	 14

INTERCEPTIONS	 No	 Yards	 Avg	 Long	 TD
A. Talib 	 5 	 99 	 19.8 	 32 	 0
T. Jackson 	 5 	 86 	 17.2 	 35 	 2
TOTAL 	 19 	 275 	 14.5 	 36 	 2
OPPONENTS 	 29 	 492 	 17.0 	 76 	 2

Blame it on...Manchester United? 
No, we’re not supporters of Chelsea, Arsenal, or one of those English Premier League teams that have a 

never-ending vendetta against Man United.  Rather, we suspect there is something of a correlation between the 
recently declining fortunes of the Bucs and the purchase of Man U, which the Glazer family added to its sports 
portfolio in the spring of 2005.  Some Tampa Bay fans insist their team hasn’t been the same since.

Which might be understandable if the sporting focus of the Glazers came down to a tug-of-war between 
the Bucs and Man United, arguably the world’s most popular (and profitable) sporting enterprise.  But among 
other things, their Man U purchase was highly leveraged, creating a significant debt that had to be serviced, 
diverting Glazer funds.  Thus, Tamps Bay, not long ago one of the highest-spending franchises in the league, 
has seen its payroll ranked at or near the bottom in recent years , a development that, coincidentally, roughly 
approximates with the time the Glazers bought controlling interest in Man U. Last year, for example,  the Bucs 
were reportedly $30 million under the salary cap.  Once an active participant in free agency, Tampa Bay has 
mostly sat on the sidelines in recent years, and again made minimal such incursions this offseason.  

Which brings us to Bucs’ second-year HC Raheem Morris, and whether he can compete, and occasionally 
flourish, working within such financial constraints, which impeded predecessor Jon Gruden.  It’s too soon to 
classify the 33-year-old Morris as a blown hire, but evidence from a mostly-disastrous 3-13 debut suggests the 
Glazers have hardly uncovered the second coming of Mike Tomlin that they envisioned.

Last year, Tampa Bay experienced the sort of upheaval usually reserved for relegated teams in Man 
United’s EPL.  Before Morris’ first preseason was complete, he canned o.c. Jeff Jagodzinski, later completing 
his fire-the-coordinator parlay by axing d.c. Jim Bates.  Along the way the Bucs switched QBs more often than 
Joe Maddon changes pitchers for the hometown Rays, contributing to an aura of instability that for a while 
seemed to have Tampa Bay on course to replicate the Lions’ 0-16 mark from the previous year.

But, there were a few rays of sunshine down the stretch, especially after Morris booted Bates following 
a late-November blowout loss to New Orleans.  Morris, who had never held as much as an NFL coordinator 
position, took over the defense, subtly switching away from Bates’ two-gap scheme to the one-gap “Tampa 
Two” that Morris had learned under Monte Kiffin.  The result was a much-improved performance down the 
stretch, allowing only 17 ppg the last six games.  Meanwhile, rookie QB Josh Freeman began to flash the form 
that had made him the Bucs’ first-round draft choice, as Tampa Bay finished winning 2 of its last 3, including 
a 20-17 shocker (at the Superdome, no less) over the eventual Super Bowl champion Saints.

Still, offseason upgrades were needed, especially along a porous DL that contributed to the bottom-ranked 
NFL rush “D” (almost 160 ypg) in ‘09.  Avoiding a quick FA fix as usual, the Bucs instead invested their top 
two draft picks in a pair of DTs, Oklahoma’s Gerald McCoy and UCLA’s Brian Price, both likely to start, where 
their ability to generate pressure from the inside can also help a pass rush that recorded only 28 sacks LY.  It 
is also hoped the 3rd-round pick, Vanderbilt CB Myron Lewis, will get his feet wet as a nickel back before 
assuming Ronde Barber’s role opposite dynamic Aqib Talib, who has emerged as a shutdown CB.

Meanwhile, o.c. Greg Olson inherits a better situation than the one he assumed following Jagodzinski’s 
dismissal, simply because he’s had an entire offseason to tailor the offense to the strengths of Freeman, who 
hinted at bigger things as a rookie.  With the attack featuring lots of play-action West Coast principles, a premium 
is placed on making yardage after the catch (a la Green Bay), turning the slants, digs, and crossing routes into 
big plays.  Correspondingly, a WR position that had no depth LY and wasted a lot of contract money on Michael 
Clayton suddenly appears overflowing with options following rookie Sammie Stroughter’s emergence, plus 

TAMPA BAY NFC SOUTH

2006
(SUR: 4-12 PSR: 6-9-1 O-U: 7-9)

S.10	 BALTIMORE	 L	 -3	 0-27	 u34
S.17	 Atlanta	 L	 +5	 3-14	 u35
S.24	 CAROLINA	 W	 +3	 24-26	 o34
O.01	 Bye
O.08	 New Orleans	 W	 +6’	 21-24	 o34’
O.15	 CINCINNATI	 W	 +4’	 14-13	 u44
O.22	 PHILADELPHIA	 W	 +5’	 23-21	 o42’
O.29	 NY Giants	 L	 +9	 3-17	 u38
N.05	 NEW ORLEANS	 L	 P	 14-31	 o38
N.13*	 Carolina	 L	 +9’	 10-24	 u37
N.19	 WASHINGTON	 N	 -3	 20-17	 o33’
N.23	 Dallas	 L	+11	 10-38	 o39
D.03	 Pittsburgh	 L	 +7	 3-20	 u40’
D.10	 ATLANTA	 L	 +3’	 6-17	 u37’
D.17	 Chicago-OT	 W	+13’	 31-34	 o34’
D.24	 Cleveland	 W	 +3	 22-7	 u36’
D.31	 SEATTLE	 L	 -3	 7-23	 u37

2007
(SUR: 9-8 PSR: 8-8-1 O-U: 9-8)

S.09	 Seattle	 L	 +6	 6-20	 u41
S.16	 NEW ORLEANS	 W	 +4’	 31-14	 o41’
S.23	 ST. LOUIS	 W	 -3’	 24-3	 u38’
S.30	 Carolina	 W	 +3	 20-7	 u39
O.07	 Indianapolis	 L	 +9’	 14-33	 o45
O.14	 TENNESSEE	 N	 -3	 13-10	 u37’
O.21	 Detroit	 L	 +2’	 16-23	 u44’
O.28	 JACKSONVILLE	 L	 -3’	 23-24	 o32’
N.04	 ARIZONA	 W	 -3’	 17-10	 u38’
N.11	 Bye
N.18	 Atlanta	 W	 -3	 31-7	 o35’
N.25	 WASHINGTON	 W	 -3’	 19-13	 u38
D.02	 New Orleans	 W	 +3’	 27-23	 o41’
D.09	 Houston	 L	 -3	 14-28	 o40
D.16	 ATLANTA	 W	-12’	 37-3	 o38
D.23	 San Francisco	 L	 -6	 19-21	 o36’
D.30	 CAROLINA	 L	 +3	 23-31	 o35’
J.06	 NY GIANTS-P	 L	 -3	 14-24	 u39’

2008
(SUR: 9-7 PSR: 8-8 O-U: 8-8)

S.07	 New Orleans	 L	 +3	 20-24	 o42’
S.14	 ATLANTA	 W	 -7	 24-9	 u37’
S.21	 Chicago-OT	 W	 -3	 27-24	 o35
S.28	 GREEN BAY	 W	 -1’	 30-21	 o43
O.05	 Denver	 W	 +3’	 13-16	 u47’
O.12	 CAROLINA	 W	 -1’	 27-3	 u37
O.19*	 SEATTLE	 L	 -10’	 20-10	 u38
O.26	 Dallas	 L	 +2	 9-13	 u40’
N.02	 Kansas City-OT	 L	 -9	 30-27	 o36’
N.09	 Bye
N.16	 MINNESOTA	 W	 -4	 19-13	 u38’
N.23	 Detroit	 W	 -8	 38-20	 o42
N.30	 NEW ORLEANS	 L	 -4	 23-20	 u46
D.08*	 Carolina	 L	 +3	 23-38	 o39
D.14	 Atlanta-OT	 W	 +3’	 10-13	 u44’
D.21	 SAN DIEGO	 L	 -4	 24-41	 o42’
D.28	 OAKLAND	 L	 -12	 24-31	 o39’

2009
(SUR: 3-13 PSR: 6-10 O-U: 6-10)

S.13	 DALLAS	 L	 +5	 21-34	 o39’
S.20	 Buffalo	 L	 +4’	 20-33	 o42
S.27	 NY GIANTS	 L	 +6’	 0-24	 u45’
O.04	 Washington	 W	 +8’	 13-16	 u37
O.11	 Philadelphia	 L	+15’	 14-33	 o42
O.18	 CAROLINA	 L	 +3’	 21-28	 o40
O.25*	 New England	 L	+15	 7-35	 u45

(at London)
N.01	   Open Week
N.08	 GREEN BAY	 W	 +9’	 38-28	 o43
N.15	 Miami	 W	+10	 23-25	 o43’
N.22	 NEW ORLEANS	 L	+11	 7-38	 u51
N.29	 Atlanta	 W	+12’	 17-20	 u46
D.06	 Carolina	 L	 +4	 6-16	 u40
D.13	 NY JETS	 L	 +3’	 3-26	 u36’
D.20	 Seattle	 W	 +6’	 24-7	 u39
D.27	 New Orleans-OT	 W	+14	 20-17	 u49
J.03	 ATLANTA	 L	 +2’	 10-20	 u41’

draft picks Arrelious Benn (Illinois) and Mike Williams (Syracuse), both big targets who can move.  Olson, however, is likely to de-emphasize some of 
the zone-blocking techniques that didn’t trigger the ground game as expected last year, and the RB situation is still far from ideal with Cadillac Williams 
(823 YR LY) short of his pre-injury form and Derrick Ward yet to emerge as a factor after arriving from the Giants. 

Bottom line...The situation seems to have stabilized somewhat in Tampa Bay, but assuming the Bucs are ready to make a move at the NFC South 
leaders appears a bit far-fetched.  Remember, for all of Freeman’s upside, he’s still only started nine games in his NFL career.  And the Bucs exceeded 
24 points just once LY, so they don’t figure to prevail in many shootouts.  At least the ride figures to be a bit smoother after a turbulent ‘09. 

PRESEASON NOTES:  The young Bucs were 0-2 as a home favorite and 1-1 as a road dog in young Raheem Morris’ first preseason.

2010
S.12	 CLEVELAND
S.19	 Carolina
S.26	 PITTSBURGH
O.03	 Bye
O.10	 Cincinnati
O.17	 NEW ORLEANS
O.24	 ST. LOUIS
O.31	 Arizona
N.07	 Atlanta
N.14	 CAROLINA
N.21	 San Francisco
N.28	 Baltimore
D.05	 ATLANTA
D.12	 Washington
D.19	 DETROIT
D.26	 SEATTLE
J.02	 New Orleans



TAMPA BAY—2009 Game-by-Game Statistics, including playoffs
				    OFFENSE				    DEFENSE
OPPONENT	 PF	 PA	 RA-YR	 PC-PA-I-YP	 SK	F-FL	 RA-YR	 PC-PA-I-YP	SK	 F-FR 
Dallas 21 34 31/174 25/42/0/276 0 2-0 24/118 16/27/0/344 1 2-0
Buffalo 20 33 19/57 26/50/2/296 2 1-0 35/218 21/31/1/220 2 1-1
NY Giants 0 24 10/28 11/26/1/58 0 0-0 49/226 16/27/0/171 0 0-0
Washington 13 16 30/129 13/22/1/100 3 1-1 35/125 12/22/3/152 3 2-1
Philadelphia 14 33 22/85 26/50/3/218 3 2-0 21/76 17/24/0/249 3 1-0
Carolina 21 28 25/124 11/17/1/121 4 5-1 48/267 9/17/2/55 1 1-1
New England 7 35 26/89 11/30/3/151 3 1-0 28/107 23/32/2/307 1 0-0
Green Bay 38 28 25/81 14/31/1/198 1 2-0 32/170 17/35/3/234 6 0-0
Miami 23 25 31/122 16/28/1/180 3 4-1 36/199 17/32/1/175 0 3-1
New Orleans 7 38 23/119 17/33/3/100 3 1-1 36/183 19/29/0/187 0 0-0
Atlanta 17 20 26/73 20/30/0/245 1 2-1 26/75 25/44/0/222 6 1-1
Carolina 6 16 26/154 23/44/5/315 2 0-0 33/157 14/20/1/152 1 1-1
NY Jets 3 26 20/43 14/33/3/81 3 1-0 42/175 13/24/0/135 1 2-1
Seattle 24 7 34/134 16/26/1/205 0 0-0 25/128 27/46/4/252 1 2-1
New Orleans 20 17 34/176 21/31/2/263 3 1-0 23/124 32/37/0/249 1 1-1
Atlanta 10 20 22/38 16/32/2/168 1 1-0 37/183 23/35/2/214 1 2-1

TAMPA BAY TEAM STATISTICS 2006-2009 (INCLUDING ALL PLAYOFF GAMES)
									        OFFENSE															              DEFENSE
YEAR	 SUR	 PSR	 PF	 PA	 FD	 RA	 RY	 YPC	 F-FL	 T-R-P	 PC	 PA	 PI	 SK	 YP	 YPP	 YPT	 FD	 RA	 RY	 YPC	 F-FR	 T-R-P	 PC	 PA	 PI	 SK	 YP	 YPP	 YPT	 DIF	 APR	 OPR	TM	 TO
2009	 3-13	 6-10	 15	 25	 15	 25	 102	 4.0	 24-5	 28-5-18	 18	 33	 29	 32	 186	 5.7	 18.9	 20	 33	 158	 4.8	 19-10	 46-16-29	 19	 30	 19	 28	 207	 6.9	 14.6	 -4.2	 12.5	 3.8	 28	 -5
2008	 9-7	 8-8	 23	 20	 19	 28	 115	 4.1	 21-13	 38-13-18	 22	 35	 13	 33	 226	 6.4	 15.1	 16	 28	 119	 4.3	 16-8	 34-8-23	 17	 30	 22	 29	 187	 6.3	 15.2	 .1	 3.5	 6.8	 31	 +4
2007	 9-8	 8-8	 20	 17	 18	 28	 114	 4.1	 20-13	 38-16-19	 20	 31	 10	 37	 209	 6.7	 15.8	 16	 28	 107	 3.8	 30-18	 35-12-20	 19	 30	 17	 33	 171	 5.6	 16.1	 .3	 5.1	 6.4	 30	 +12
2006	 4-12	 6-9	 13	 22	 15	 25	 95	 3.8	 26-13	 23-6-14	 19	 33	 18	 33	 175	 5.2	 20.5	 19	 31	 120	 3.9	 25-9	 41-11-26	 19	 31	 11	 26	 209	 6.8	 14.9	 -5.5	 8.7	 4.3	 28	 -11

PROJECTED OFFENSE
QB 5  Josh Freeman 11 Josh Johnson
 12 Rudy Carpenter 4  Jevan Snead
RB 24 Cadillac Williams 28 Derrick Ward
   22 Clifton Smith
FB 34 Earnest Graham 45 Chris Pressley
WR 17 Arrelious Benn (2nd Rd) 16 Mark Bradley
 80 Michael Clayton 83 Terrence Nunn
WR 19 Mike Williams (4th Rd) 18 Sammie Stroughter
 15 Reggie Brown 85 Maurice Stovall
TE 82 Kellen Winslow 86 Jerramy Stevens
 88 John Gilmore 84 Jeron Mastrud
LT 70 Donald Penn 69 Demar Dotson
LG 76 Jeremy Zuttah 62 Marc Dile
C 52 Jeff Faine 61 Jonathan Compas
RG 75 Davin Joseph 66 Sergio Render
RT 65 Jeremy Trueblood 77 James Lee

PROJECTED DEFENSE
DE 96 Tim Crowder 94 Kyle Moore
DT 93 Gerald McCoy (1st Rd) 98 Ryan Sims
DT 92 Brian Price (2nd Rd) 95 Dre Moore
DE 91 Stylez White 71 Michael Bennett
OLB 58 Quincy Black 59 Angelo Crowell
MLB 51 Barrett Ruud 53 Niko Koutouvides
OLB 54 Geno Hayes 50 Jon Alston
CB 25 Aqib Talib 33 Elbert Mack
S 21 Sabby Piscitelli 26 Sean Jones
S 36 Tanard Jackson 41 Corey Lynch
CB 20 Ronde Barbar 23 Myron Lewis (3rd Rd)

PROJECTED SPECIALISTS
K 10 Connor Barth 8  Hunter Lawrence
P 1  Brent Bowden (6th Rd)

TAMPA BAY NFC SOUTH

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 2009
REGULAR SEASON STAT RANKINGS

OFFENSE	 TOTAL	 RANK
TOTAL OFFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 287.5 28
FIRST DOWNS (Per Game) 15.4 28
POINTS PER GAME 15.2 30
RUSHING (Yds. Per Game) 101.7 23
RUSHING TDS 5 31
PASSING OFFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 185.8 24
PASSING COMPLETION % 53.2 30
PASSING TDS 18 T-21
FIELD GOALS 16 T-31
TIME OF POSSESSION 28:44 24
DEFENSE	 TOTAL	 RANK
TOTAL DEFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 365.6 27
SCORING DEFENSE 25.0 27
RUSHING DEFENSE (Yds. Per Game) 158.2 32
PASSING DEFENSE  (Yds. Per Game) 207.4 10
PASS COMPLETION% 62.4 21
INTERCEPTIONS 19 T-9
SACKS 28 T-26
TOTAL TEAM PENALTIES 93 T-18
TURNOVER MARGIN -5 22

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS POINTSPREAD BREAKDOWN (INCLUDING PLAYOFFS)
	 SUR	 Spread	 Home	 Home	 Road	 Road	 SB	 Fav	 Fav>3	 Dog	 After
			   SUR	 Sprd	 SUR	 Sprd	 Sprd	 Sprd	 Sprd	 Sprd	 SUL
2009 3-13 6-10 1-6 1-6 2-6 5-3 --- --- --- 6-10 4-8
2008 9-7 8-8 6-2 4-4 3-5 4-4 --- 5-5 3-5 3-3 3-3
2007 9-8 8-8-1 6-3 5-3-1 3-5 3-5 --- 5-4-1 4-2 3-4 3-3-1
2006 4-12 6-9-1 3-5 3-4-1 1-7 3-5 --- 0-2-1 --- 6-6 5-5-1
2005 11-6 8-8-1 6-3 4-4-1 5-3 4-4 --- 4-6-1 3-3 4-2 3-1-1
L5 Years	 36-46	 36-43-3	 22-19	 17-21-3	 14-26	 19-21	 ---	 14-17-3	 10-10	 22-25	 18-20-3

Tampa Bay 2010 Draft Picks
Rd	 Player	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 School
1 (3) Gerald McCoy DT 6’4” 295 Oklahoma
2 (35) Brian Price DT 6’1” 303 UCLA
2 (39) Arrelious Benn WR 6’1” 219 Illinois
3 (67) Myron Lewis CB 6’2” 203 Vanderbilt
4 (101) Mike Williams WR 6’1” 221 Syracuse
6 (172) Brent Bowden P 6’2” 202 Virginia Tech
7 (210) Cody Grimm LB 6’1” 203 Virginia Tech
7 (217) Dekoda Watson LB 6’1” 240 Florida State
7 (253) Erik Lorig DE 6’3” 281 Stanford

TAMPA BAY 2009 REGULAR SEASON TEAM STATS
	 BUCCANEERS	 OPPONENTS
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS  	 246  	 324
FIRST DOWNS (Rushing-passing-by penalty) 	 80-148-18 	 129-171-24
THIRD DOWN CONVERSIONS 	 71/218 	 86/214
FOURTH DOWN CONVERSIONS 	 9/22 	 9/15
TOTAL OFFENSIVE YARDS 	 4600 	 5849
OFFENSE (Plays-Average Yards) 	 961-4.8 	 1039-5.6
TOTAL RUSHING YARDS 	 1627 	 2531
RUSHING (Plays-Average Yards) 	 404-4.0 	 529-4.8
TOTAL PASSING YARDS 	 2973 	 3318
PASSING (Comp-Att-Int-Avg) 	 279-524-29-6.0 	 301-482-19-7.2
SACKS 	 28 	 33
FIELD GOALS 	 16/26 	 26/32
TOUCHDOWNS 	 28 	 46
(Rushing-Passing-Returns-Defensive) 	 5-18-2-3 	 16-28-0-2
TIME OF POSSESSION 	 28:43 	 31:42


